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Afghanistan: Establish an independent international investigative mechanism to ensure 

accountability for human rights violations and atrocity crimes 
  

Mr. President, 

  

I, Shukria Barakzai, an Afghan women's and human rights advocate, thank the Council for 

convening this crucial urgent debate as urged by Afghan women's human rights defenders. 

Jurists and defenders, especially women, face increasingly grave dangers
1
  in Afghanistan since 

the Taliban’s unlawful takeover in August 2021. From the outset, the de facto authorities showed 

no intention of fulfilling Afghanistan’s obligations to uphold international human rights law – 

their promises to uphold rights, particularly the rights of women and girls, have been consistently 

hedged with illegitimate provisos that rights will be subjected to their interpretations of national 

values.
2
  Women and girls face systematic erasure from public life, including workplaces and 

schools.
3
 

  

Dangers to women defenders continue, with reports of enforced disappearance, raids of offices 

and homes, threats, and torture. Many are in hiding. Women defenders from Hazara, Tajik, 

Pashtun, Uzbek, and other minority communities face even greater risks. We are alarmed by 

increasing reports of appalling atrocity crimes. 

  

We urge this Council to facilitate accountability through the International Criminal Court or 

competent national courts exercising universal jurisdiction by urgently establishing an 

adequately-resourced investigative mechanism to gather, consolidate, preserve, and analyze 

evidence, and to prepare files on violations of international human rights and humanitarian law 

in Afghanistan. 

  

Thank you.  
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